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Friday 17th September 2021 
 

From Mrs May 

I understand that the FoL picnic last weekend was 

most successful. I was sorry that I couldn’t be there 

but am glad that it was so well attended. I hope 

that everyone enjoyed the opportunity to meet 

other Longwood families and get to know old and 

new friends better. Thank you to FoL for organising 

this event.  

This week, we have launched our Intercultural 

theme, which is running until Christmas. In 

assembly on Monday, we looked at some of the 

countries that make up Eastern Europe. Children 

whose parents come from some of those countries 

placed a flag pin in our new wall map. 

The map is a beautiful piece of artwork, as well as a fantastic educational resource, which appeared 

in our hall over the summer holidays. It was partly funded by FoL so another thanks is due to them 

for their hard work last year to raise funds for us. 
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Today, we welcomed (or are welcoming) various parents and staff into Longwood, to teach the 

children about their Eastern European homelands. We are indebted to them for their time and 

enthusiasm to help us understand more about the cultures of some children at Longwood and many 

living in our locality.  

Lana Esmat (Samuel’s mum) taught us about Belarus, Abdulla Musgatov (Sofia’s dad) will be teaching 

us about Russia, Damian Silarski (Izabella’s dad) will be teaching us about Poland and our very own 

Miss Lloyd taught us about Romania. A huge thank you to them all.  

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning (School and Nursery) 

On 24th September, there will be a coffee morning at Longwood. Please 

bring in cupcakes, cookies, etc for us to sell. Please ensure that whatever 

you bring is already cut. Please remember that we are a nut-free setting. 

There will also be a tombola. If you have any old children’s books, please 

bring them in and we will use them as prizes. Cakes will cost £1-£2 and to have a go at the tombola, 

tickets will cost £1. There will be coffee and tea for the adults as well from 8.30am in the hall. We 

hope to raise lots of money for Macmillan Cancer Support.  

(Please send books to Old Park class and cakes to the office on any time on Thursday or on Friday 

morning.) 

Thank you from Kavyasree (Events Prefect) 

 

Information for all parents who are in receipt of Grant Funding and pay term time fees  

Hertfordshire Autumn Term Grant Funding is for 14 weeks.  The Longwood Autumn Term dates are 

Tuesday 7 September to Friday 10 December 2021.  This is only 12 weeks. Therefore, there are two 

grant funded weeks where you can use your free hours: 

Week 1:  Monday 18 October to Friday 22 October 2021 

Week 2: Monday 13 December to Friday 17 December 2021 

Everyone must complete a holiday booking form to show the free grant funded hours and any other 

days that you may require. For example, if you are entitled to 30 hours funding – you can book 3 full 

days free. If you are entitled to 15 hours funding – you can book one full day and one half day free. 

We don’t allow packed lunches and provide all meals and snacks and other extras, so we will charge 

£2.50 per day. 

If you require any further information please email the secretaries info@longwoodschool.co.uk 

 

Fluenz Nasal Spray 

Nurses will be coming to Longwood on 13th October to administer the flu nasal spray to 

children in Reception upwards (Broadwater, Hartspring, Attenborough and Old Park). 

Please complete the consent form which is attached to this newsletter. It is important the 

you return the form, whether you want your child to be immunised or not. 
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Year Six Prefects 

This week, we have awarded some more of our Year 

Six pupils with their prefect roles. Rayyan is to be our 

Morpurgo house captain and Sophia our Student 

Council chair. We have created some new roles too; 

Reyah will be our first Reading Ambassador and Jake 

our first Science Ambassador. It will be up to them 

how their role evolves but we look forward to seeing 

some exciting new initiatives soon. Congratulations 

to them all.  

 

School Council 

Congratulations to our new school council reps for 

2021-22. They have already attended their first 

meeting and have some great ideas. Keep an eye out 

for messages from them! 

 

Parent Forum 

In March, I held a Parent Forum on Zoom. This was a chance for parents to hear what we had 

achieved at Longwood over the last year or so and what our plans were for the next twelve months. 

There was also an opportunity for parents to ask questions and give suggestions. It was an excellent 

meeting. It was well-attended, parents felt better informed by the end and I came away with a list of 

initiatives that parents would like to see implemented.  

Since March, following parental suggestions, we have: 

 Developed a list for parents of out-of-Longwood extracurricular clubs 

 Organised a forest school session for Broadwater and Hartspring 

classes 

 Set up a debating club for Attenborough and Old Park classes 

 Organised and implemented coding and robotics sessions for Old Park, 

and hoping to organise more soon 

 Included more updates from Mr Livesey in the weekly newsletters. 

I hope that you agree that the meeting was successful. I would like to invite you to a similar forum 

again where I will update you on some of the latest behind-the-scenes plans (which don’t necessarily 

make it into the newsletter) and offer you another chance to give your input. The date of the next 

forum will be Thursday 11th November at 7pm. It will take place via Zoom. 
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Pick Up Times 

Please note that if your child attends Longwood on a term-time basis, the pick-up times are as 

follows. If you pick up more than 10 minutes after your time, you will be charged after school fees: 

Hillfield, Sarratt, Broadwater and Hartspring – 3pm 

Old Park and Attenborough – 3.30pm 

 

Young Voices Concert 

We are already getting excited about our concert. It is on 1st February. We will be performing at the 

SSE Arena in Wembley as part of a mass choir of primary school children. Members of the school 

choir have already started to learn songs and dances for the occasion. To practise at home, children 

can go to the website - https://www.youngvoices.co.uk/ - and click on the link “For Children” where 

they can enter the “Music Room”. The password is YV2021. 

The concert itself will be amazing and I recommend that all parents and other family members 

attend if they can. It really is a fun evening out. The children will travel to and from Wembley by 

coach. We will offer parents a seat on the coach for the return journey. In the past, this has been 

very popular. It allows you to make your own way to the venue, perhaps having dinner first. After 

the concert, you can travel back with us, thus being ready to take your child straight home when we 

get back to school. It’s much less stress than driving, parking, etc. Travel details will come later, but 

we need to get tickets booked quickly to ensure we get the best seats possible. To that end, please 

return your order form by Wednesday 22nd Sept. (Performers do not require tickets.) I will be 

ordering on 23rd so if you are late, you will have to order your own ticket at an increased price, once 

they are available to the public, and you will not be sitting with other Longwood parents. I would 

advise against missing our deadline. Please also fill in the t-shirt pack ordering form for your child 

and return this by 22/09 too. I will be checking that payments have all been made at the end of 

Wednesday so that I can put in our order on Thursday. Forms are attached to this newsletter. Please 

work out your total amount payable (tickets + t-shirt) and transfer the money to the usual Longwood 

account before returning your forms. Sorry but we cannot accept cash or cheques. 

 

Marathon Challenge 

We have had five more finishers this week. Congratulations to Kyle, Elodie, Olivia S, Carlota and 

Leonora. A fabulous effort from them all! 

 

Home/School Contracts and Acceptable Use of ICT Agreement 

We requested that all documents were signed and returned this week but unfortunately, we are still 

missing signatures from some families. Please return these important papers on Monday. It is not a 

good use of the teachers’ time to have to chase you. Thank you. 
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Nursery News 

Fisher children have been exploring in the secret garden and using their magnifying glasses to find all 

the creepy crawlies that are hiding in the bushes. The children were very excited to see them up 

close. Some weren’t too keen on the big spiders but we found lots of snails and bees too! 

  

Moving On – Your Child’s Next School 

Year 6 Parents - Please note that the application deadline for state school secondary school places 

for September 2022 is 31st October 2021.  

Preschool Parents – Please note that the application deadline for state school reception places for 

September 2022 is 15th January 2022. 

Apply online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions 

 

Menus Next week, we will be serving week 1 menus.  

 

Attachments to the Newsletter 

 Fluenz Cover Letter 

 Fluenz Consent Form 

 Young Voices Ticket Order Form 

 Young Voices T-Shirt Order Form 
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Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted. 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 17th Sept During the school day Eastern European 
Day 

Any parents wishing to get 
involved should contact Mrs 
May asap. All ideas welcome. 

Monday 20th 
Sept 

During the school day Old Park trip to 
Hazard Alley 

Children require a packed 
lunch (no chocolate or nuts) 
and full school uniform. The 
cost is £30 and will be added 
to your invoice. 

Hazard Alley is a safety centre where the children will be shown how they can stay safe, 
understand risks and avoid accidents through powerful experiential learning. 

Monday 20th 
Sept 

During the school day Attenborough trip 
to St Alban’s 
Cathedral 

Children require a packed 
lunch (no chocolate or nuts) 
and full school uniform. The 
cost is £26 and will be added 
to your invoice. 

As part of the Roman Festival week at St Alban’s Cathedral, the children will take part in three 

fantastic activities, including the chance to meet their very own Legionnaire!   

Wednesday 22nd 
Sept 

7.30pm on Zoom First FoL Meeting of 
the new school year 

All parents welcome to attend. 

Friday 24th Sept 8.30am in the school 
hall 

MacMillan Coffee 
Morning 

Parents welcome to have a 
cup of tea and a cake before 
going to work. Cake donations 
needed please (on Thursday or 
Friday morning). 

Tuesday 28th 
Sept 

During the school day Broadwater and 
Hartspring Forest 
School trip to 
Cassiobury Park 

Details to follow. The cost is £7 
and will be added to your 
invoice. 

The children will take part in three Forest School sessions: A simple obstacle course using the 
natural environment; outdoor cooking over an open fire and; a nature art activity. 

Wednesday 29th 
Sept 

During the school day Broadwater trip to 
Woburn Safari Park 

Children require a packed 
lunch (no chocolate or nuts) 
and full school uniform. The 
cost is £30 and will be added 
to your invoice. 

The children will experience a Road Safari, see a variety of majestic animals and a 30-minute 
enclosure talk.  

Thursday 30th 
Sept 

7pm in the school hall Dr Kathy Weston 
talk about “Bodies, 
Babies and 
Relationships.” 

Booking essential. Full details 
in 11/6 and 18/6 newsletters. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 1st Oct During the school day School 
photographer in 

Individual and family photos. 

Monday 11th Oct 10am Cash for Clothes 
collection 

Please bring donations to the 
reception area. Funds raised 
will go our local foodbank. 

11-15th Oct Every morning Bikability Course for 
Old Park 

Details to follow.  

Friday 15th Oct 9am at St James’ 
Church 

Harvest Festival Broadwater, Hartspring, 
Attenborough and Old Park all 
involved. Families welcome. 

Monday 18th Oct 4-5pm in the French 
room 

Second hand 
uniform sale 

 

Thursday 11th 
Nov 

7pm, Zoom Parent Forum Details in 13/09 newsletter. 

Monday 15th 
Nov 

During the school day Hartspring trip to 
the British Schools 
Museum at Hitchin 

Children require a packed 
lunch (no chocolate or nuts) 
and full school uniform. The 
cost is £30 and will be added 
to your invoice. 

The children will learn what it was like to be in a classroom in Victorian times and will also have 
the chance to handle a variety of artefacts. 

Monday 6th Dec 2pm in the school hall Broadwater and 
Hartspring 
Christmas Show 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

Tuesday 7th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Sarratt Christmas 
Performance 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

Thursday 9th Dec 2.15 in the school hall Hillfield Christmas 
Performance 

Families welcome to come and 
watch. 

Tuesday 1st Feb During the school day 
and the evening 

Young Voices 
Concert at 
Wembley 

Choir members in Year 3-6 will 
all be involved. Details 
attached to 15/9 newsletter  

Friday 25th 
March 2022 

All day INSET day for all 
staff 

Longwood will be closed to all 
children. 


